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12 freeride boards that do everything right + what rocker is best for you? *
fins give you more pop? * square tips vs. round tips * what flex is right for yur
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KITEBOARDING

34

In my kiteboarding travels
across America, I'm always
surprised to find out how
many people in the kiting
world have little idea about
the Savannah, Tybee, and the
Georgia coast. Home to many
historical figures and celebri-
ties, and the settings of sever-
al films and books, this place
has something eclectic and
magical about it that draws
around five million visitors to
the city every year. Perhaps
it's the fact that Savannah
has been called the most
*haunted” city in America, or
maybe it's the St. Patrick’s Day
celebration (second largest in
the world), the mythical
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SWEET SESSIONS BELOW THE MASON-DIXON LINE BY JOHN MAPEL

stories of pirates in olden
days, or just the beautiful
scenery that makes this place
attractive to so many people.
For us, it's the kite sessions at
the nearby Tybee Island,
located just an 18-mile drive
from the heart of historic
Savannah. Here you will find
an array of fun activities
ranging from kayaking,
surfing, SUP, and of course,
kiteboarding.

Why is Tybee Island so good
for kiteboarding? We have an
extended windy season here,
the best months ranging from
March to August. We can also
kite in any wind direction.
There are five different kiting
spots within a three-mile
radius depending on where
the wind comes from. Take
your choice of butter flat
water, chop, or waves
depending on the tides. The
beaches span for miles, and
there are no limitations to
where you can launch or land.
You can also expect to find a
friendly group of five to 10
core riders who are always

Tybee Island, Georgia,
boasts one of America’s
best-kept secrets for
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more than happy to help. One
of the reasons | like Tybee so
much for kiting is it's such a
good place for flat water. As
the tide recedes, tidal pools
are left that lend almost
endless opportunities for
freestyle, wakestyle, and
carving. I've talked with many
visiting kiters who've men-
tioned Tybee is one of the
best flatwater spots they've
ridden at. All too appropriate,
because Tybee is located
exactly halfway between two
other flatwater meccas—the
Florida Keys and Hatteras.

When the tide is incoming,
you can hope to find nice little
sets of waves on the north
end of Tybee for shredding
and down winders. One thing
about Tybee is it's very
important to pay attention to
the tide changes, as well as
the wind direction and how
they relate to one another.
These conditional aspects can
be tricky to get used to at
first, but there is no need to
waorry if you just ask the
people that ride here, and get
a dose of good ol southern
hospitality, kiteboarding style.

PHOTOS ; TALIN BOLEN, (LOWER) GREG HALBART




